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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF FISHING VESSELS 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

1. DELEGATION REPRESENTING TUNABOAT OWNERS, CANNERS AND 
ZAPATA MET WITH UNDER SECRETARY MAW AFTERNOON 29 JANUARY. 
GROUP MADE FORCEFUL PRESENTATION OUTLINING PLIGHT OF TUNA 
INDUSTRY IN LIGHT OF SEIZURES UNDER NEW LAW. CONFISCATION 
OF CATCH IN PARTICULAR POSES HIGHLY TROUBLESOME ISSUES 

OF TECHNICAL, COMMERCIAL AND LEGAL NATURE. WE FORESEE 
MOUTNING CONGRESSIONAL AND PUBLIC INTEREST IN THESE MATTERS 
OVER THE DAYS AHEAD. 

2. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO MAKE CLEAR TO THE HIGHEST AVAIL- 
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DRAW ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. USG FIRMLY PROTESTS SEIZURE OF U.S. FLAG FISHING 
VESSELS IN OCEAN WATERS OFF THE COAST OF ECUADOR. 

B. AS THE GOVERNMENT OF ECUADOR IS AWARE, THE QUESTION OF 
THE JURISDICTION OF COASTAL STATES OVER CERTAIN SPECIES 

OF MARINE FISHES IS CURRENTLY THE SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE 

NEGOTIATION ON THE BROADEST INTERNATIONAL PLANE WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE U.N.-SPONSORED LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE, SOON TO REC ONVENE IN GENEVA. 

C. IT IS REGRETTABLE THAT THE RECENT SEIZURES RAISE 
TENSIONS AND COMPLICATE THESE NEGOTIATIONS. 

D. THE DECISION OF THE GOE TO CONFISCATE THE CATCH ON 
BOARD THE VARIOUS VESSELS REPRESENTS A SUBSTANTIAL AGGRAVA- 
TION TO OUR DIFFERENCES OVER FISHING RIGHTS IN THE OCEAN 
WATERS OFF ECUADOR. WE DEEPLY REGRET THIS DECISION AND 
THAT PROVISION OF ECUADOREAN LAW ON WHICH IT IS BASED. OUR 
MOST IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS THE DELAY THE ARRANGEMENTS 
ATTENDANT TO THE CONFISCATION OF CATCH MAY CAUSE IN THE 
RELEASE OF THE U.S. VESSELS AND THEIR CREWS. WE 

URGE THE GOE TO TAKE EVERY POSSIBLE ACTION TO EXPEDITE THE 
DEPARTURE OF THE VESSELS. 

3. PLEASE REPORT RESULTS OF DEMARCHE ASAP. KISSINGER 
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